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Music Commission Opportunity: Lighthouse

Mind the Gap, artsdepot, and artist Jez Colborne are seeking to commission a musician to create 10 - 15 minutes of new music for Lighthouse. Part performance, part light show, and part immersive sonic experience, Lighthouse is a euphoric live performance from musician and composer Jez Colborne, exploring themes of isolation, automation, and transformation.  
Lighthouse will be performed at artsdepot on 21 and 22 November 2026, with ambitions to tour following its premiere.
The commissioned musician will be invited to collaborate with Jez Colborne to develop a new musical section (approximately 10 – 15 minutes in length) for the production. This collaboration will take place remotely, with the artist contributing music that both complements the existing score and introduces a fresh sonic dimension to the work.
Jez’s current compositions draw on found sounds from lighthouses and traditional folk and sea shanty influences, which are then shaped and fused with jungle, drum & bass, and breakbeat rhythms. The overall soundscape of the piece moves between minimalist atmospheres and euphoric 90s rave energy. A short sample of the existing music can be found here: https://on.soundcloud.com/29uct4fAlDm1eHm7Sm  
In addition to the newly commissioned section, there may be an opportunity to include existing or newly created material by the commissioned musician within the show’s climactic rave sequence.
We are particularly interested in working with an experienced local musician who shares Jez’s passion for combining found sound, immersive soundscapes, and contemporary electronic music styles.
The reworked Lighthouse will premiere at artsdepot in Barnet, and we strongly encourage applications from artists based in or with a strong connection to the area.

About Lighthouse 
Step into an electrifying fusion of music, dance, film, and kinetic sculpture where art transforms into rave. 
A veteran lighthouse keeper is posted to a barren rock in the middle of the ocean. He loves the isolation. But, after he loses contact with the mainland, decades pass. As oncoming automation threatens everything he’s ever known, can he protect the lighthouse or has his time alone blurred the lines between reality and fantasy? 
Lighthouse is a dark sonic trip with a new industrial soundtrack inspired by jungle, drum & bass and breakbeat, all building towards a euphoric rave for the audience to lose themselves in. 
Created by learning disabled musician and composer, Jez Colborne, this immersive experience draws from the powerful symbolism of the lighthouse – a beacon in the unknown. 

How to Apply
To be considered for this commission, please send a short letter outlining your interest in the production and how you meet the personal specification below; your CV; and 2-3 short samples of your music, to commissions@artsdepot.co.uk.
Deadline to submit applications is Monday 6 July, 10am
Applications will be reviewed by Jez Colborne, Dan Malaghan (Lighthouse Dramaturg), and Rosie Freeman (Freelance Producer for Lighthouse).
Shortlisted applicants will be invited to have an online discussion with Jez, Dan and Rosie, and Alex Williams (Head of Programming and Participation) from artsdepot on Tuesday 14 July.
Applications will be assessed according to criteria in the call out plus compatibility with Jez and the team.

Personal Specification
Essential
· An established or emerging musician, composer or sound artist with a strong portfolio of original work
· Demonstrable experience creating music within electronic genres (e.g. jungle, drum & bass, breakbeat, ambient, experimental)
· Strong musical and technical skills in composition, production, and sound design
· Experience of collaborative practice.
· Ability to respond creatively to an existing brief and complement an existing score.
· Excellent communication skills and ability to take on feedback within a collaborative process.
· Ability to work independently and deliver high-quality work within deadlines.
· Commitment to inclusive practice and an interest in working on projects led by a learning disabled artist.

Desirable
· Based in, or with a strong connection to, Barnet or North London
· Experience creating music for live performance, theatre, or interdisciplinary work
· Experience contributing music that supports narrative, dramaturgy, or thematic storytelling
· Previous experience working with disabled artists or inclusive arts organisations
· Understanding of how sound interacts with lighting, visuals, or spatial design
· Experience with sound systems/design suitable for live audience environments
· Existing practice that blends analogue and digital sound-making approaches
· A network or profile within the local music scene
· Experience of remote collaboration.

Conditions of Contract
Fee: £2,000 inclusive of all expenses (+VAT if applicable).
The contract will run from the point of appointment in July 2026, with a final deadline for delivery at the end of September 2026. We anticipate the work will take approximately 10–12 days (or equivalent) across this period, allowing time for both independent creative development and remote collaboration with Jez Colborne and the wider Lighthouse Creative Team.
Technical Rehearsals: Tuesday 17 – Friday 20 November 2026. Attendance is not required.
Performances:Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 November 2026.Attendance is required at one performance.
The contract for this commission will be with Mind The Gap.

About Mind The Gap
Since 1988, Mind the Gap has created a pioneering legacy. They collaborate with learning disabled and/or autistic artists to make exciting, unapologetic, original work. They want to live in a world where learning disabled and/or autistic people are seen, heard and represented everywhere. Based in Bradford, they make and tour work nationally and internationally, train artists for the future and specialise in community based cultural access.

About artsdepot
Since opening in 2004 artsdepot has brought the outstanding and award winning performances to Barnet. In addition to presenting a vibrant year-round programme of performances and exhibitions, the North London arts centre engages with people of all ages through a wide range of participation and outreach projects, and nurtures new creative talent through artist development initiatives. A thriving venue, artsdepot welcomes over 178,000 visitors every year, people who come to watch, learn or be inspired. With its stunning architecture, welcoming public spaces and diverse programme artsdepot creates space for everyone to enjoy the arts and explore their creativity

About Jez Colborne
Jez Colborne is an internationally recognised learning-disabled artist, musician, composer and performance maker. Known for creating immersive musical experiences, Jez crafts captivating worlds for audiences to explore. 
For over 20 years, he has collaborated with Mind the Gap, composing music for the company’s productions and leading several acclaimed projects. These include ‘Irresistible’ (an Unlimited commission for London 2012, performed at Cow & Calf in Ilkley, Southbank Centre, National Theatre, and internationally), ‘Gift’ (featuring a shipping container as a musical instrument, commissioned by PRS New Music Biennial), and ‘Trickster’ (a partnership with That’s Life, Galway). 
Jez lives in Bradford, West Yorkshire.
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