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Film Commission Opportunity: Light + Flight Festival
Deadline: Monday 13 July, 10am

Burnt Oak Nepalese Community (BONC) and artsdepot, are seeking to commission a filmmaker to develop a new short film celebrating Nepalese heritage, Gurkha history, and everyday life in Burnt Oak, West Hendon, and Colindale.
Commissioned as part of Barnet Council’s Light + Flight programme supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, this is a community-led, participatory opportunity for an artist with a strong collaborative practice and a sensitive approach to storytelling.
We are looking for a filmmaker who is excited by intergenerational work, culturally rooted creative practice, and the opportunity to create a meaningful piece of work with the local Nepalese community.

The Commission
We are seeking a filmmaker to co-create a short film (minimum 7 minutes / max 10 minutes in length) in collaboration with BONC. The film may take an artistic, documentary, or hybrid approach, shaped through a genuinely collaborative process with participants and allowing space for shared decision making. The filmmaker should be able to authentically represent the local Nepalese community - their stories, experiences, and voice.
The project will explore themes including:
· Nepalese identity and culture
· Gurkha history and heritage
· Intergenerational stories
· Local community life and pride
The final film must include English and Nepali subtitles.
· In addition to the main film, the commissioned artist will also produce a small set of short-form social media edits (30 – 60 seconds) suitable for platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook. 
· This commission is ideal for a filmmaker who values community voice, cultural sensitivity, and collaborative authorship.

Working Approach
The filmmaker is expected to:
· Plan and deliver the film project, including developing a treatment and/or mood board.
· Produce a filming schedule in consultation with the artsdepot Community Producer and the BONC Volunteer Manager.
· Facilitate 3 community engagement sessions with BONC’s community group.
· Film and document key moments, including interviews, and a visit to the Imperial War Museum (provisional date – Wednesday 19 August), and related content. 
· Work closely with BONC and the wider project team throughout the process.
· Arrange for the film to be translated and captioned.
· Deliver a final film to a professional standard suitable for public screening and long-term archiving.
· Include relevant logos and credit lines in consultation with the team.
· Produce b-roll/ social media content in consultation with artsdepot, following artsdepot’s branding and marketing guidelines.

Community Engagement Sessions
· Spend time with BONCs Nepalese elders’ group over 3 Wednesday morning sessions, joining their usual community gathering. (dates to be agreed with BONC Volunteer Manager and artsdepot Producer)
· The commissioned filmmaker will take the lead in designing and guiding each session, checking in with the wider team as needed to make sure the approach aligns with the project goals.
· Sessions can be flexible and informal — from casual conversations to small‑group chats or light activities — whatever feels most natural and comfortable for participants.
· The focus is on gathering ideas and co‑creating the film, inviting people to share stories, themes, memories, and thoughts on how they’d like their community to be represented.
· Interviews may happen organically or more intentionally, either one‑to‑one or in small groups, depending on what participants prefer.

Where the Film Will Be Shared
The completed film will be presented across multiple platforms and events, including:
· Community Screening (Early September 2026, TBC). Attendance at this event is required.
· artsdepot Projection (21 – 22 November 2026) on exhibition walls with headphones
· Light + Flight Festival (Barnet Council, November 2026)
Screened as part of the wider cultural programme
· Preserved as a long-term community resource in Barnet’s Local Studies Archive
· Potentially hosted online (e.g. artsdepot website)




Person Specification
Essential
· Proven experience in filmmaking, including directing, editing, and production across a range of formats.
· Demonstrable ability to work to deadlines and deliver high-quality film content within agreed time frames.
· Experience facilitating community workshops, particularly with adults for whom English is a second language.
· A warm, collaborative, and sensitive approach to working with diverse communities.
· A strong interest in (and/or experience of) culturally rooted storytelling and amplifying community voices.
· Access to appropriate filming, audio, and editing equipment required for professional production.
· Experience in participatory or community-based filmmaking, with an understanding of co creation processes.
· Confidence in organising translation and subtitling workflows.
Desirable
· Ability to speak Nepali, and/or lived experience of Nepali heritage.
· Based in, or with strong connections to, Burnt Oak or neighbouring Barnet wards (West Hendon, Colindale).
· Knowledge of, or interest in, Gurkha history and its contemporary relevance.


How to Apply
To be considered for this commission, please send a short letter outlining your interest in the project and how you meet the personal specification below; your CV; and any samples of your work to participation@artsdepot.co.uk
Deadline for submitting applications is Monday 13 July, 10am
Application length
· No longer than 1–2 pages maximum / around 500 – 800 words.
· Or a video application, no longer than 2 - 3 minutes.
What to include 
· A brief introduction to you and your practice
· Why this project interests you
· Your approach to the themes
· Relevant experience 
· Links to previous work
· Your availability (June – September, including Wednesdays)
· Whether you speak Nepali or can support translation

· Applications will be reviewed by Divya Satwani (Community Producer, artsdepot), Om Kumari Gurung (Burnt Oak Nepalese Community Volunteer Manager), and Alex Williams (Head of Programming and Participation, artsdepot).
· Shortlisted applicants will be invited to have an online discussion follow up with the team.
· Applications will be assessed according to criteria in the call out. 

Conditions of Contract 
The fee for this commission is £3,000 (+VAT if applicable). 
This fee is inclusive of all time, preparation, equipment, materials, filming, subtitling, editing, and delivery.
The contract will run from the point of appointment in July 2026, with a final deadline for delivery by Wednesday 2 September 2026.
We anticipate the work will take approximately 15 - 18 days (or equivalent) at roughly £200/day working across July - September 2026, allowing time for both community participatory work with BONC, collaborating with project leads and time for filming, editing, translation and subtitling.
The filmmaker must have access to their own appropriate filming, audio, and editing equipment to ensure a high-quality final product.
The contract for this commission will be issued by artsdepot.

About Burnt Oak Nepalese Community (BONC)
The Burnt Oak Nepalese Community is a vibrant, intergenerational group representing the rich cultural heritage of Nepalese residents across Burnt Oak, West Hendon, and Colindale. BONC supports community cohesion, cultural celebration, and the preservation of Gurkha history and Nepalese identity within Barnet.

About artsdepot
Since opening in 2004 artsdepot has brought the outstanding and award-winning performances to Barnet. In addition to presenting a vibrant year-round programme of performances and exhibitions, the North London arts centre engages with people of all ages through a wide range of participation and outreach projects, and nurtures new creative talent through artist development initiatives. A thriving venue, artsdepot welcomes over 178,000 visitors every year, people who come to watch, learn or be inspired. With its stunning architecture, welcoming public spaces and diverse programme artsdepot creates space for everyone to enjoy the arts and explore their creativity

About Light + Flight
Light + Flight is a Barnet Council cultural programme celebrating movement, migration, and the stories that lift communities. Through performance, film, workshops, and public events, Light + Flight brings together local residents, artists, and organisations to explore themes of identity, belonging, and transformation across the borough.
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