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Julia Donaldson & Lydia Monks

LIVE ON STAGE


Get The Chance

VISUAL STORY FOR THE RELAXED PERFORMANCE OF



LENGTH OF SHOW
What the Ladybird Heard is 55 minutes long with no interval. 

SHOW CHANGES
For the relaxed performance we have changed some of the lighting and sound, 
for example we are keeping the main lights on in the auditorium so it doesn’t 
get dark. We will also turn the sound levels down so it doesn’t get too loud.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SHOW

WHAT IS THE SHOW ABOUT?
The show What the Ladybird Heard is based on the book, What the Ladybird 
Heard by Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks. 

These books are about a farm where is there are lots of animals and a farmer 
who has a fine prize cow. There are two robbers, Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len, 
who want the steal the cow, but the Ladybird hears their plan and her and the 
animals stop them with a cunning plan of their own!  

In our stage version, we have a Farmer and Farm-hands who work on the farm 
where the Ladybird lives and they act out the story, using songs, for us. 
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The auditorium is the part of the theatre where the audience sit when they 
are watching the play. The stage is the area where the actors perform the 
show. The set is the name for the scenery, furniture and objects used on stage 
during a show. 

This is a picture of what the stage will look like when the set is in place. The 
show will be performed in and around the set on stage.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE AUDITORIUM,  
THE STAGE AND THE SET: 
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 What the Ladybird Heard uses lots of puppets to create the different 
 animals. You will see these throughout the play.  

• Most of the characters in the show are either people or animals – so the  
 actors move and occasionally make sounds like animals. 

• There is a mixture of live and recorded music during the show and there  
 are different instruments on stage at different times. 

• The show is quite noisy, and even though we have reduced the sound level 
 for this relaxed performance, you should expect some songs and audience/
 cast interaction. There will also be some bangs from the noise of Hefty 
 Hugh and Lanky Len’s van. 

• There is a lot of music in the show and we want people to sing along. Other 
 people in the audience can get quite loud at these bits so you can join in 
 or not. It is up to you! 

• There are various moments during the show when the actors will talk 
 directly to the audience. You can reply or not, it’s up to you. No one will be 
 made to feel embarrassed. 

• There are some characters which the audience might not like, and some 
 people may ‘boo’ them as they will be seen as bad people. These 
 characters are likely to be Lanky Len and Hefty Hugh who try to steal the 
 prize cow during the show. 

• For this performance we will keep the main lights on in the auditorium 
 but there will be different lighting changes during the show and especially 
 during songs.  
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THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR



There are four actors in the show, 3 male and 1 female. All of the actors act, 
sing and play musical instruments during the show. 
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CHARACTERS IN THE SHOW

RODDY LYNCH: FARMER 
This is Roddy. He is an actor.   
Roddy plays the Farmer in the show.

NIKITA JOHAL: LILY/ LADYBIRD 
This is Nikita. She is an actor. 
Nikita plays Lily who works on the farm in 
the show. She also represents the Ladybird 
when she plays her flute. 

MATTHEW MCPHERSON: HEFTY HUGH 
This is Matthew. He is an actor. Matt plays a Farmhand and Hefty Hugh.  
A farmhand is someone who works on a farm and helps the farmer. 

When Matthew  
is dressed like  
this, he is a 
farmhand. 

When he is  
dressed like  
this, he  
is playing  
Hefty Hugh.
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CHARACTERS IN THE SHOW

ABIGAIL MIDDLETON: UNDERSTUDY/ASM 
This is Abigail. Abigail is the Understudy so she can 
sometime perform as Lily/Ladybird, Lanky Len or Farmer 
if someone else can’t. She is also the ASM which is the 
Assistant Stage Manager. This means she helps set props 
at the side of the stage for actors, moves things during 
performances (you might catch a glimpse of her at some 
points in the show) and helps the actors do their jobs. At the 
very end of the show, she appears as a policewoman to take 
away Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len. 

JAMES MATEO-SALT: LANKY LEN/RAYMOND
This is James. James is an actor. James plays Raymond, who is an  
usher for the theatre who joins the action on stage.

James is 
dressed like  
this he is  
playing 
Raymond:

When James  
is dressed  
like this he  
is playing  
Lanky Len. 



What the Ladybird Heard opens with Lily, a farm hand, reading the book 
version on stage in the farmyard. She lifts her head from the book and begins 
to call the ladybird with the aid of her flute: Ladybird, Ladybird, where are you? 
What the Ladybird Heard is her favourite story, and she tells everyone that it 
happened right here on the farm. She asks everyone if they know it.  

The cockerel crows and the day on the farm begins. Eddy, another 
farm hand, joins Lily on stage and the animals start to wake up. We 
meet the cats and the cow which are puppets that the actors operate 
from behind a screen. Then we meet Jo the farmer who says hello to 
everybody. They are going to tell us the story of What The Ladybird Heard.  
Lily will be the storyteller and the Ladybird. The farmer will play himself and Eddy 
will play Hefty Hugh. Eddy realises they are missing one person though – Lanky 
Len. They ask everyone to do their best impression of Lanky Len and see if there 
is anyone in the theatre suitable to play the part.  They find Raymond, an usher 
in the theatre. He is perfect for the part and with some encouragement joins  
them on stage.  

The story begins. The farmer is 
returning from the country fair and 
his cow has won a prize. He makes 
sure to shut the gate so that no  
thieves get in to steal his fine prize cow! 

Raymond asks where the rest of the 
farmyard animals are. Eddy suggests that 
they make them out of other items they 
find around the farmyard. They will ask 
everyone to remind them which animals 

SPOILER ALERT
Below is a summary of the story which means we tell you what will hap-
pen. This might be helpful to know before you come to the theatre, but if 
you want the story to be a surprise then we suggest you don’t read these 
pages. Please don’t share these with other people as they might want the 
surprise too. There are things about the show which we have changed 
from the books to make it longer and work in a theatre so you can learn 
about these bits too in the summary. 
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THE STORY



are in the story and then make the 
animals one by one. Once they have 
all of the animals, the actors will sing a 
song about them (Once Upon a Farm) 
and you can join in if you want to. They 
they will call out for the ladybird and she 
appears briefly on stage in the form of 
a lit projection that shows in different 
parts of the set. Finally, she settles on 
a tree branch. Eddy and Raymond leave 

the stage to get in to their Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len costumes and Lily and 
the farmer sing Once Upon a Farm once more before leaving the stage. 

The stage gets darker and Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len drive on to stage in their 
get-away van. They tell us about their life of crime and their plan to steal the 
farmer’s fine prize cow. 

Open the gate at dead of night.   
Pass the horse and then turn right.   
Round the horse and then turn right.   
Round the duck pond, past the hog  
(Be careful not to wake the dog).  
Left past the sheep, then straight ahead  
And in through the door of the prize cow’s shed. 

They run through the plan a few times and leave the stage, telling us they will 
return the next night to steal the cow.  

It’s now morning again and the cockerel crows. It’s the start of a new day 
and feeding time for the animals. The farmer, Lily and Eddy sing a song about 
what the animals all eat and the day on the farm, and there’s exciting news – 
a new foal has been born.  

The day is over and the Farmer says good night to his farm and animals. During 
the night, Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len arrive at the farm to steal the Cow but 
they do not realise that the little Ladybird is listening to them. Len wants to 
run through the plan once more but the sun rises and they are scared off by 
the Cock’s crow, cock-a-doodle-doo!  

THE STORY
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Lily speaks for the Ladybird to tell the farm yard animals what she overheard, 
that Lanky Len and Hefty Hugh are planning to steal the Cow by creeping in 
to the farm at the dead of night. 

But the Ladybird had a good idea, and she whispered into each animal ear. If 
each animal makes a different sound they would all confuse the robbers. So 
the Goose would say NEIGH not HISS, the Dog would QUACK not WOOF….  

At this point, the Ladybird is represented by a small red light and the theatre 
might go a little bit darker so that you can see the Ladybird as she dances 
and flies around all the animals. 

Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len arrive at the farm ready to steal the Cow. It’s dark 
at night so they have to tiptoe carefully round the pond.  

 Each animal makes the wrong noise and the robbers lose their way round 
the farm and fall in the pond. The splosh from the pond wakes the Farmer 
who calls the Police and the robbers 
are taken away.  

All of the storytellers come back on 
to stage at the end and sing a song 
to celebrate that the robbers were 
caught and the fine prize cow is safe. 
The actors will ask you to join in with 
the singing and the movements which 
you can if you want to.  

THE STORY
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